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national is a branch of the Universal Church, over which our diocesan presides; or, to come to a yet minuter division here in this parish, there is but one Church, forming a branch of the diocesan Church, over which the parochial ministers preside. Now it is very possible for a person to dispute whether ours be that Church which CHRIST has established nationally, provincially, and parochially among us. But if we have any doubt upon the subject, since this is a matter of great importance, we ought never to rest satisfied until we are convinced that the community of Christians with which we happen to be associated is, by regular succession, the one true Church, the Catholic Church of that locality.
CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By the Church of England we mean that branch of the Catholic Church which is established under its canonical Bishops in England. When and by whom the Church was first introduced into Britain, is not exactly ascertained, but Eusebius asserts that it was first established here by the Apostles and their disciples. According to Archbishop Usher there was a school of learning to provide the British churches with proper teachers in the year 182. But when the Britons were conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, who were heathens, the Church was persecuted, and the professors of Christianity were either driven to the mountains of Wales, or reduced to a state of slavery. The latter circumstance prepared the way for the conversion of the conquerors, who, seeing the pious and regular deportment of their slaves, soon learned to respect their religion. We may gather this fact from a letter written by Gregory, the Bishop of Rome, in the sixth century, to two of the kings of France, in which he states that the English nation was desirous of becoming Christian, and in which he, at the same time, complains to those monarchs of Jthe remiss-ness of their clergy in not seeking the conversion of their neighbours, And hence it was that Gregory, with that piety and zeal for which he was pre-eminently distinguished, sent over Augustine and about forty missionaries, to England, to labour in the good work. The success of these missionaries, the way having thus been paved before them, was most satisfactory. They converted Ethelbert, who was not only king of Kent, but Brsetwalda, or chief